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St. Barnabas Mission 
Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, 

so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so control 
our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly 

dedicated unto you; give us courage to be like our 
patron St. Barnabas who gave generously of his life 

and substance for the relief of the poor and the spread 
of the Gospel; grant us the courage and grace to pursue 

your kingdom and minister to the suffering, the 
friendless, and the needy. Make us of one mind, one 
body, one heart, united through Jesus Christ to be a 

beacon of love in this community. All this we pray for 
the love of him who laid down his life for us,            

Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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Letter from Father Michael 
  
In healthy faith communities, everything 
revolves around relationships –  

• A personal relationship with God in 
Jesus Christ;  

• Our growing and maturing faith that 
calls for relationships with others;  

• The many ways others gather and 
form caring relationships within the 
faith community; and  

• God’s call to faith communities to be 
in relationships with the world –   

and everything is connected!  
 
This is why our St. Barnabas church family is 
so very important. It unites us with the body 
of Christ. It affords us sanctuary from life’s 
storms, guidance and guardrails for our 
journey. It presents us with pathways to serve and grow – all to become what 
God calls us to be.  
 
We are The Church, and for us at St. Barnabas, a beacon of love within our 
Lafayette community. 
 
We designed this booklet to invite you, and encourage you to invite others, to 
travel one or more of many pathways to belonging here at St. Barnabas. I hope 
you find it informative and helpful. Mostly, I hope it inspires you to act, to 
connect with one another and serve in ministries that help build God’s Kingdom 
– because we need you. 
 
Farewell in Christ, our shared hope,  

 
Fr. Michael J. Bordelon, Rector  
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This Ministries Update provides a catalog of opportunities for spiritual practice and 

ministry. It is one of several ways we hope to move visitors to members and 

members to disciples at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church.  

 

On Tuesday evenings during Lent, we’ll offer a six-part series of study on Discovering 

Spiritual Gifts in ourselves and others, as well as the importance of offering our gifts 

in love and service to the body of Christ and building God’s kingdom. 

 

On St. Barnabas Day, June 11, 2023, we’ll celebrate a Ministries Fair with exhibits, 

informational materials and testimony. Members active in various ministries will 

invite, welcome and connect those who are interested in learning more about and 

participating in our pathways to belonging.  

 

Sometime this fall, we’ll convene our first Ministries Leadership Council, servant 

leaders at St. Barnabas who take on responsibility for launching, developing and/or 

maintaining our ministries. Designed to encourage and empower lay leaders, the 

Council will meet quarterly with opportunities for fellowship and support, skills 

training, leadership and team development, succession planning and sustainability.  

 

This publication and much of the work described above are made possible through a 

grant from the Episcopal Diocese of Western Louisiana, and pledges, tithes and 

offerings of visitors to and members of St. Barnabas Episcopal Church in Lafayette, 

Louisiana. We are grateful for these resources and appreciate all who provide them.      
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THE MINISTRY OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP  
OUR VESTRY 
 

Just as there are no details on how to “Go 
therefore into the world to make disciples of 
all nations,” the Episcopal Church is not 
specific about the responsibilities of vestries. 
Canon 14 tells us the Vestry “shall be agents 
and legal representatives of the Parish in all 
matters concerning its corporate property and 
the relations of the parish to its clergy.”  
 
Our Rector leads the Vestry, the governing 
and decision-making body here at St. 
Barnabas. The Rector is a member of the 
Vestry as well as its chair, but is not a CEO 
hired by a board of directors to carry out its 

mandates. Rather, the Rector is a partner with the Vestry in the mutual 
discernment of mission.  
 
The St. Barnabas Vestry serves as a visioning and goal-setting body, and God calls 
its members to follow Christ and work together in His name. This group of nine 
comes from different worship services, backgrounds and a variety of interests 
and agendas. Finding common ground, centered on the spiritual life of 
individuals and of the Vestry as a group, then, is fundamental to its efforts – 
discerning with the Rector what God calls St. Barnabas to do, then having 
oversight for that work.  
 
Here at St. Barnabas, we are 
mindful of keeping a balance 
between “old guard” and “new 
blood” among our Vestry. We 
recognize and value institutional 
memory and continuity as well as 
innovation and change. We also 
count on our Vestry as well as individual church members to help seek out and 
invite servant leaders to take on the extra burden of responsibility associated 
with a three-year term of service to our parish. 
  

The St. Barnabas Vestry serves as a 
visioning and goal-setting body, and 

God calls its members to follow Christ 
and work together in His name. 
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OUR FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
A fully engaged Finance Committee indicates we are committed to good 
stewardship and actively managing the financial resources necessary to support 
the accomplishment of our mission.  
 

The Finance Committee provides 
financial oversight for the 
church, and includes budgeting 
and financial planning, financial 
reporting, and the creation and 
monitoring of internal controls 
and accountability policies.  
 
Committee responsibilities 
include:  

  
• Developing and presenting an annual operating budget to the Vestry for 

approval; 
• Monitoring the budget and revising it as appropriate or necessary;  
• Setting financial goals along with funding strategies to achieve them; 
• Presenting financial goals and proposals to the Vestry for approval; and  
• Developing a policy for record retention. 

 
Although the 
entire Vestry 
carries fiduciary 
responsibility for 
the organization, 
the Finance 
Committee serves 

an important role and the Vestry-appointed Treasurer chairs the committee. In 
practice, these are leadership responsibilities and the role is mostly one of 
oversight where day-to-day transactions are handled largely by staff. 

Many thanks go out to all those at who have served on our 2022 Finance 
Committee: Jonathan Parks (Treasurer and Chair), Leslie Alwell, Mark Evans, 
Connie Herndon, Ashley Thom and Fr. Michael Bordelon.  

 

Many thanks go out to all those at who have served on 
our 2022 Finance Committee: Jonathan Parks 

(Treasurer and Chair), Leslie Alwell, Mark Evans, Connie 
Herndon, Ashley Thom and Fr. Michael Bordelon.  
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OUR STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

We smile and maybe nod our heads when hearing, “We’re all on the Welcome 
Committee,” knowing it is up to everyone to do this important job. The same can 
be said of our Stewardship Committee; however, 
it’s important to recognize certain servant leaders 
here at St. Barnabas who assume additional 
responsibilities each year as ministers of 
stewardship. When a person serves on the 
Stewardship Committee, whether as chairperson 
or committee member, we call it ministry 
because ministry is an activity carried out by 
Christians to express or spread their faith – 
carrying forth Christ’s mission in the world.  

The true ministry of stewardship moves us to 
becoming disciples, and includes managing our 
body, material possessions, abilities and time. Jesus knew His hearers would not 
understand His kingdom’s great principles unless they understood their 
“steward” relationship with God. He told them, “Where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” Stewardship is a proper alignment of what we are given 
with our intentional relationship of love and service to God. 

At St. Barnabas, we set 
aside the last few months 
of the calendar year to 
emphasize stewardship, 
and often think of it as a 
“campaign to raise 
money.” Yes, it is that. 
More important, it is a 
time when God calls us all 
to the ministry of stewardship, to manage all we have been given and to renew 
our faithfulness. One way we show our faithfulness is making an annual pledge, 
our commitment to carrying forth Christ’s mission in the world through our 
being The Church, a beacon of love in the Lafayette community.  

Many thanks go out to all those at St. Barnabas who have been faithful to this 
ministry of stewardship and to our 2022 Stewardship Committee: Mark Evans, 
David Alwell, Tessy Guidry, Dale Gauthier and Devin Guillory. 

Many thanks go out to all those at St. Barnabas 
who have been faithful to this ministry and to 

our 2022 Stewardship Committee:  
Mark Evans, David Alwell, Tessy Guidry,  

Dale Gauthier and Devin Guidry 
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OUR PROPERTY AND LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE  
 
St. Barnabas operates and maintains a significant footprint that includes 
buildings and extensive grounds. We must care for what we currently use, 
anticipate and meet immediate needs, and develop plans for the long term. This 

ministry is critical to our 
successful future and includes 
three main areas of focus: 
building and grounds, green 
space and landscape, and 
signage.  
 
Initial work includes coordinating 
parish-wide cleanup days, 
identifying needs and priorities, 
and planning for the immediate, 
near and long term.  

 
The Property and Landscape Ministry works with and supports our Junior 
Warden, who has oversight responsibility. The ministry also supports our 
Director of Maintenance, who works tirelessly to ensure a safe, properly 
functioning and aesthetically pleasing environment. 

 
The Property and Landscape 
Ministry actively seeks volunteers 
and leaders who have technical 
skills and professional expertise 
in these areas as well as those 
who are willing and able to roll up 
their sleeves and get to work. 

“Handy” folks and green thumbs are especially welcome. We’ll clean up, pick up, 
and fix up where we can. We’ll weed, mulch, prune and plant where we must, 
and help with watering thirsty plants when necessary. Together, we’ll steward 
our properties for today, tomorrow and for generations to come.  
 
For more information, contact Fr. Michael Bordelon at 
FatherMichael@saintbarnabas.us.  
  

This ministry is critical to our successful 
future and includes three main areas of 

focus: building and grounds, green space 
and landscape, and signage.  

mailto:FatherMichael@saintbarnabas.us
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Our Spiritual Practices & Ministries   
CORE ACTIVITIES OF EVERY EPISCOPAL CONGRETATION 

 
We want as many to know as much as possible about all that’s going on here at 
St. Barnabas. Yes, there are regular services of worship and study, but there are 
so many more opportunities for Christian love and service. We like to think of 
them as pathways to belonging, because that’s how people feel when they are 
welcomed into and made part of an active and healthy faith community.   
 

Our St. Barnabas pathways to belonging are 
designed to be spaces for listening, 
conversation and engagement – for worship 
and prayer; Christian formation and 
discipleship; faith, community support, care 
and fellowship; and outreach.  
 
We can walk these accommodating, multi-

purpose pathways alone, in small and large groups, and as an entire 
congregation. Some of these pathways are well established. Others are new or in 
development. A few are 
under renovation, and 
several are on the planning 
board! We are like a 
construction site – in one 
place, it’s a beehive of 
activity, and in another, 
work has stopped or 
slowed because of a labor shortage. Some areas have workers, but are currently 
without leaders. So much opportunity!   
 
Each one of us has been given gifts that are needed right here at St. Barnabas 
and by the world around us. Our pathways to belonging help us find our place, 
so we can use spiritual gifts, talents and skills, to love and serve our Christian 
faith community and help build the Kingdom of God. 
 
God is calling us to authenticity, to be who we are created to be rather than 
conforming to someone else’s image. God is calling us to good stewardship of 
our time, talent and treasure. 
 
God is calling us to be The Church. 

Each one of us has been given gifts that are 
needed right here at St. Barnabas and by the 
world around us. Our pathways to belonging 

help us find our place. 
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WORSHIP & PRAYER 
 

Individually & Corporately / Sharing Eucharist in Community  
Praying Privately & Together 

 
ACOLYTES – Especially for 
Youth  
Acolytes are the youth (Grades 
6 – 12) of St. Barnabas who 
serve at the altar during Sunday 
morning worship. They carry 
the cross and torches, tend our 
candles and assist clergy in 
setting the table during the 
Offertory. During special 
services, Acolytes have 
increased responsibility in 

processions, including service as thurifers, those who swing the incense. Acolytes 
vest each Sunday, enhancing worship with their participation and leadership. 
They serve in a scheduled, regular rotation, usually about once a month.  
We invite all St. Barnabas youth to become Acolytes and complete training 
sessions in the fall and spring. One-on-one training may also be available.  
For more information, contact Etienna Wright, Director of Youth & Parish 
Administration, Etienna@saintbarnabas.us. 
 
 
ADULT CHOIR – Open to All  
We Episcopalians hold an appreciation for liturgical excellence, and our music 
contributes to the faithfulness of our worship. Music brings our praise of God to 
life, and unites our community in one voice by singing together the many hymns 
and service music settings that enrich our tradition. 
 
The role of the Adult Choir is to lead the music of our liturgy and help to 
encourage others to join them in song.  
 

mailto:Etienna@saintbarnabas.us.
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Each Sunday, the Choir 
provides musical anthems 
reflecting the themes of the 
readings and the day’s sermon. 
There are also special services 
throughout the year where the 
Adult Choir presents special 
music, which includes the 
Gospel Service, an all-French 
service and often an Advent or 
Christmas concert.  
 
The choir occasionally invites 
instrumentalists or guest 
singers to join in these 
services.   
 
The Adult Choir is open to all 
who wish to join. Rehearsals take place every Wednesday from 6:30 to 8:00 PM, 
and at 9:45 AM before the 10:30 AM Sunday morning worship service.  
 
For more information, contact Shawn Roy, Director of Music, 
Shawn@saintbarnabas.us. 
  
 
ALTAR GUILD – Year-Round Invitation  
Every week, St. Barnabas’ Altar Guild assists the clergy and serves the parish 
community by maintaining the Altar, Sacristy, vestments, linens, vessels, candles 
and supplies for all worship services and other special events. The Altar Guild 
also ensures that proper colors are in place according to season, and that Hymn 
Boards are current for each service.  
 
It’s a very big job, and because it’s a “quiet ministry” that takes place “in the 
background,” we are often unaware of or overlook its importance to our 
worship. Altar Guild also takes a lot of human power – both men and women, 
young and old – where several teams serve in rotation on a regular basis.  
 
Altar Guild extends a year-round and open invitation to all who wish to serve.   
 
For more information, contact Michele LeBlanc, Altar Guild Directress, 
mitchl1221@bellsouth.net or call (337) 984-5925.  

mailto:Shawn@saintbarnabas.us.
mailto:mitchl1221@bellsouth.net
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AUDIO/VIDEO (A/V) TEAM – 
Actively Recruiting 
 
This is a new ministry here at St. 
Barnabas! Like our Pastoral Care 
Team bringing The Church to those 
who are homebound, this team 
assists in a variety of audio/video 
communication efforts that include 
hosting those who attend our 

Sunday morning worship service live on Facebook at 10:30 AM each week.  
 
This ministry requires dedicated volunteers who are willing to learn or who are 
already comfortable with technology tools. 
 
For more information, contact Etienna Wright, Director of Youth & Parish 
Administration, Etienna@saintbarnabas.us. 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Eucharistic Ministers serve the chalice of wine during our 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 
and 6 PM Sunday worship services, and at special services throughout the 
liturgical year. They serve in a regular rotation, usually about once a month, and 
arrive early to worship to coordinate with others, and vest in alb and cincture. In 
addition to regular Sunday attendance, Eucharistic Ministers meet from time to 
time for worship, fellowship and instruction of new members.  
 
For more information, contact Father Michael Bordelon, 
FatherMichael@saintbarnabas.us. 
 
 
LECTORS 
Lectors (Worship Leaders) read at the 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and 6:00 PM Sunday 
worship services, and at special services throughout the liturgical year. They 
welcome all to worship and read Scripture. As Intercessors, they lead the Prayers 
of the People.  

mailto:FatherMichael@saintbarnabas.us
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Lectors are scheduled in advance and 
on a rotational basis. They arrive 
early to each worship service in 
order to review readings for the day. 
Lectors meet semi-annually for 
worship, fellowship and instruction 
of new members.  
 

For more information, contact Etienna Wright, Director of Youth & Parish 
Administration, Etienna@saintbarnabas.us. 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE TEAM  
Following the command of Jesus to visit the sick, the Pastoral Care Team brings 
church to those who cannot make it to church. Team members visit, bring 
Communion, and pray with and for the homebound.  
 
For more information, contact Leslie Alwell, dlalwell@bellsouth.net or call 337-
280-3588. 
 
 
WEDDING GUILD 
When someone schedules a wedding at St. Barnabas, this special ministry 
provides assistance during planning, at the rehearsal and on the big day. They 
“Welcome Home” the wedding party, and assist the clergy with logistics. If 
necessary, members of the Wedding Guild direct formal seating.  
 
This ministry provides a valuable 
and fun service to help make 
lasting memories for folks who 
come regularly to St. Barnabas, or 
who may only come once in their 
lifetime, and then, on a very 
special day. 
 
For more information, contact 
Jennifer Bolling, Wedding Guild 
Coordinator, jmb5639@gmail.com.  
 
 

mailto:Etienna@saintbarnabas.us
mailto:dlalwell@bellsouth.net
mailto:jmb5639@gmail.com
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GREETERS & USHERS – Actively Recruiting  
 
Greeters and Ushers offer hospitality, service and support before, during and 
after both the 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM worship service on Sundays and at all 
special services during the liturgical year. They are often the very first to greet 
and welcome visitors, new and long-term members to St. Barnabas. Their 
impressions help create the “All Are Welcome” feeling that our congregation 
works hard to ensure.  
 
These special teams – men and women of all ages – rotate through a regular 
schedule, generally serving once or twice a month. There are currently about a 
dozen dedicated Ushers and Greeters, and there is always the need for more. 
These volunteers arrive 15 minutes early to an assigned service and as a team, 
organize welcoming duties that include greetings, handing out bulletins, seating 
assistance and head counts.  
 

During Offertory, Ushers 
bring the wine and bread 
wafers to the altar and take 
up the collection among the 
congregation. During the 
Eucharist, Ushers occupy the 
center aisle, providing an 
orderly procession to the 
altar rail.  
 
At the end of the worship 
service, Ushers check pews 
for any discarded bulletins or 
items left unintentionally. 
They also collect any visitor 
information cards and 

replace prayers books, hymnals and pew cards in the pew racks.  
 
This ministry is especially suited for those whose spiritual gifts include Hospitality 
and Service.  
 
For more information, contact Etienna Wright, Director of Youth & Parish 
Administration, Etienna@saintbarnabas.us. 

  

mailto:Etienna@saintbarnabas.us
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION & 
DISCIPLESHIP 

 
Study 

Growing In Knowledge & Awareness of God  
Sharing Faith & The Good News with Others 

 
ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION  
 
New Members Orientation, Confirmation Classes, Special Studies 
 
Christian formation is the lifelong process of growing in relationship with God, 
self, others and all creation. It logically begins in youth among current member 
families, advancing to confirmation classes. These may include new member 
adults who might also benefit from learning what it means to be an Episcopalian, 
and becoming better acquainted with ministries and activities here at St. 
Barnabas. 
 
The Adult Christian Education (ACE) 
Ministry coordinates Christian 
education and spiritual 
development opportunities for the 
St. Barnabas community. Members 
help plan activities that include 
Sunday morning and occasional 
evening studies for a yearlong 
calendar.  
 
Our Rector often leads Adult Christian Formation on Sunday mornings, beginning 
at 9:15 AM. From time to time, guest teachers offer special presentations or 
multi-part studies that feature a variety of topics.  
 
We’re recently begun New Member Orientation, a 3-part series of weekly 90-
minute meetings held twice a year – in the fall and again, in the spring – that 
provide a personal welcome to the Episcopal Church in general and St. Barnabas, 
in particular. Not exclusive to new members, anyone is welcome, since this 
gathering also provides opportunity for meeting and fellowship.  
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Confirmation Classes are another important feature of Christian formation, and 
generally take place in weeks leading up to the Bishop’s annual visit.  
 
This ministry is always in development and one that needs people with diverse 
backgrounds and ideas to provide creative thinking, organization and 
enthusiasm. It also needs facilitators – those who are well seasoned and those 
who are willing to undergo some basic training – to ensure our commitment to 
holy listening and providing safe space.  
 
The Adult Christian Education Ministry meets on an as-needed basis for program 
planning and implementation, instruction, training and fellowship. 
For more information, contact Father Michael Bordelon, 
FatherMichael@saintbarnabas.us. 
 
 
BECOMING BELOVED COMMUNITY – Healing & Reconciliation   
 
Becoming Beloved Community (BBC) is a movement of the Episcopal Church to  

“…grow to love God and love the image of God that we find in our 
neighbors, in ourselves, and in creation. It provides a positive, theological 
and biblically based ideal that orients the work of racial healing, 
reconciliation, and justice.” 

 
In the summer of 2020, a group of St. Barnabas 
parishioners began meeting to explore this work 
of spiritual formation. As a first step, we 
participated in the 10-part Sacred Ground 
Dialogue Series. This prayerful curriculum of 
films, videos, readings and conversations calls on 
Episcopalians in the U.S. to “…peel away the 
layers that have contributed to the challenges 
and divides of the present day – all while 
grounded in our call to faith, hope and love.”  

 
Aligned with the Becoming Beloved Community Commission of the Episcopal 
Church in Western Louisiana, the St. Barnabas BBC ministry works to provide 
opportunities for prayer, reflection and education each season of the liturgical 
year.  
 
For more information, to become involved, or if you have ideas to share, contact 
Janet Pecot, jtpecot@msn.com. 

mailto:FatherMichael@saintbarnabas.us
mailto:jtpecot@msn.com
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN FORMATION – Learning & Growing  
 
We encourage all children in grades K-5 to join us for Children’s Christian 
Formation (Sunday School).  
 
Parents can attend Adult Christian Formation or stay with the children in Sunday 
School.  
 
Sunday School is held from the first Sunday after Labor Day through Pentecost. 
The regular Sunday schedule is: 

• 9 AM – Gather in EYC Building 
• 9:10 AM – Lessons, Crafts  
• 10:15 AM – Snacks for Kids & Parent Pickup  
• 10:30 AM – Sunday Morning Worship Service 

 
Children's 
Christian 
Formation (CCF) is 
about coming to 
church and to God 
to see what a 
Christian 
community is all 
about. We’re here 
to help children 
develop 
relationships with 
one another, with 
scripture, and 
with God.  
 
Through Children's Christian Formation we’re not only learning about God’s love, 
we’re learning about how we can better love each other and our community.  
 
For more information, contact Etienna Wright, Director of Youth & Parish 
Administration, Etienna@saintbarnabas.us.  
 
 
  

mailto:Etienna@saintbarnabas.us
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EPISCOPAL YOUTH COMMUNITY (EYC) – Middle & High School 
 

St. Barnabas has a 
dynamic EYC 
(Episcopal Youth 
Community) 
program for middle 
and high school 
students.   
 
The program is 
designed to build 
genuine community 
among our young 

people to help ground them in their relationships with God in Christ, one 
another, and the world around them.  
 
EYC is open to anyone from 6th through the 12th grade. EYC meets weekly for 
activities designed to foster team building, leadership skills, communication, fun 
and faith.   
 
In addition, we have 
retreats on the local and 
diocesan level, and take 
trips as we are able, 
some of which are purely 
fun and others seek to 
encourage and enable a 
mission minded youth 
community.  
 
For the 2022-2023 school year, we will be utilizing the Holy Troublemakers and 
Unconventional Saints curriculum. 
 
EYC meets the first Sunday after Labor Day through Pentecost. For 6th to 12th 
graders, EYC meets on Sunday evenings in the EYC Building and Ramsay Hall. The 
regular schedule is:   

• 4 - 5:30 PM – Fellowship, Games, and Christian Formation 
• 5:30 - 5:55 PM - Dinner in Ramsay Hall 
• 6 - 7:00 PM - Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

 

This important ministry appreciates very much 
members of the congregation who support our 

programs by providing evening meals for the 
youth of St. Barnabas. 

https://www.holytroublemakers.com/
https://www.holytroublemakers.com/
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Episcopal Youth Community at St. Barnabas leans heavily on and appreciates 
very much members of the congregation who support our programs and provide 
evening meals for our youth. There are numerous opportunities throughout the 
year to offer a meal, and it’s easy to sign up for one or more Sundays during the 
school year. 
 
2023 is the year EYC 
resumes summer 
mission trips, and this 
year we have a unique 
opportunity for a 
mission experience in 
Dallas from June 18 – 
23, organized by Youth 
Mission Co., an 
organization with 
which St. Barnabas has partnered in the past for successful trips to Memphis, 
Tennessee and Ashville, North Carolina.  
 
Every three years, the Episcopal Church convenes an international youth event 
so “the energy of the youth of the Episcopal Church can continue to be utilized in 
active ministry as members of the Body of Christ.  
 
This year, Episcopal Youth Event (EYE23) will be held from July 4-8, on the 
campus of the University of Maryland in College Park, MD. EYE23 participants 
must have turned at least 15 and be no older than 19 by July 4, 2023. They 
should be enrolled in 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade during the 2022-2023 school 
year, or equivalent for non-traditional or non-US school settings. Registration is 
due February 10, and the cost for youth is $100.  
 
For more information, contact Etienna Wright, Director of Youth & Parish 
Administration, Etienna@saintbarnabas.us.  
 
 
  

mailto:Etienna@saintbarnabas.us
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TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY & PRAYER GROUP – Open to All 
 

The Tuesday Morning Bible 
Study & Prayer Group, “The 
Flock,” is a small group that 
nurtures the knowledge and 
love of God through prayer and 
Bible study. The Flock’s  
mission is to offer prayer 
support to group members and 
those in need, as well as to 
carefully examine Scripture, in 
order to become mature 

disciples of Christ Jesus in both word and deed.  
 
More than a dozen individuals offer their diverse gifts and talents to the group, 
but the most useful gift is each other’s time: time to pray, time to listen, and 
time to learn how the Spirit of God guides in service to the Body of Christ. 
Participants are also active in other ministries within St. Barnabas and the 
Lafayette community. Everyone is invited to participate! 
 
The Tuesday Morning Bible Study & Prayer Group meets every Tuesday at 10 AM 
for about two hours. For more information, contact Leslie Alwell, 
dlalwell@bellsouth.net or 337-280-3588. 
 
 
WELCOME COMMITTEE – In Development & Actively Recruiting  
 
At St. Barnabas, everyone’s on the Welcome Committee, and our Rector often 
reminds us to “introduce yourself to at least one person you don’t know.” 
 
It may feel a bit awkward at first, but give it a try! Just hold out your hand and 
say, “Hi, I’m (Say Your Name). I don’t think we’ve met.”   
 
We are always getting to know 
one another – whether we’re 
first-time visitors, newcomers 
or long-term members. With 
three worship services each 
Sunday, it’s easy to see how 
folks who attend the 6 PM service may not recognize 8 or 10:30 AM regulars. 

We are now in the process of gathering and 
training, and hope you’ll become part of 

this meaningful work at St. Barnabas. 

mailto:dlalwell@bellsouth.net
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Fortunately, the 
gatherings in between 
and the work we do 
among our ministries 
help us greet, meet 
and develop 
friendships with one 
another.  
 
The Welcome Ministry 
does not have an 
established meeting schedule, but gathers to plan a program of work for the 
year and train participants in doing it.  
 
We are now in the process of gathering and training, and hope you’ll become 
part of this meaningful work at St. Barnabas. In particular, we are seeking those 
willing to take on responsibilities for leadership.  
 
Volunteers on the Welcome Committee are comfortable meeting new people, 
introducing themselves and initiating conversation. Individuals don’t have to be 
extreme extroverts, only interested in getting to know others.  
 
This is a very gratifying ministry, placing participants on the forefront of our 
active parish. While incorporating others, we nurture a stronger sense of 
belonging by gaining familiarity with those around us.  
 
For more information, contact Phyllis Mayo, Director of Church Vitality, 
Phyllis@saintbarnabas.us.  

mailto:Phyllis@saintbarnabas.us


22 
 

FAITH, COMMUNITY SUPPORT, 
CARE & FELLOWHIP 

 
Getting Together / Eating Together / Having Fun  

Fellowship / Caring & Responding to Others 
 
ANNUAL MEETING 
Our parish annual meeting occurs in 
mid-to-late January following the 
vestry’s January meeting. It is generally 
held after the 10:30 AM Sunday 
worship service.  
 
All are welcome at St. Barnabas, and we 

open our arms and hearts when it comes to belonging. In the Episcopal Church 
canon and in our bylaws, we define carefully a Communicant of Good Standing 
and a Qualified Voter regarding roles and responsibilities. The Annual Meeting is 
all about our St. Barnabas business – a review of the previous year and a preview 
of the current one – so we need our Communicants of Good Standing and 
Qualified Voters to attend, engage and participate to ensure the health and well-
being of our church.  
 
The Annual Meeting Agenda includes official business where members elect new 
Vestry members, approve the budget recommended by both the Vestry and 
Finance Committee (based on our Stewardship Campaign), elect delegates to the 
annual convention of the 
Diocese of Western Louisiana, 
and conduct whatever 
additional business comes 
before the gathering.  
 
In 2023, for the first time, 
members will vote on providing 
support and resources to three 
initiatives and/or organizations recommended by our Vestry. This is a new way 
of doing things, a congregational approach to identifying and prioritizing our St. 
Barnabas Outreach Ministries.  

We need our Communicants of Good 
Standing and Qualified Voters to attend, 

engage and participate to ensure the 
health and well-being of our church.  
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CAMP HARDTNER 
 
Camp Hardtner, located in 
Pollock, Louisiana, is home to 
Louisiana’s only Episcopal 
summer camp.  
 
The mission of Camp Hardtner 
is “to seek to provide an 
atmosphere that promotes 
both personal and spiritual 
growth and renewal for all 
guests.”  
 
Camp Hardtner welcomed its first campers in the summer of 1948 and continues 
to serve the youth of Louisiana and beyond. With the aid of the Diocese of 
Western Louisiana and the Diocese of Louisiana, Camp Hardtner has been the 
launch pad for a multitude of future priests and active laypersons. Many of them 
are right here at St. Barnabas! 
 
St. Barnabas encourages all its youth to attend Camp Hardtner each summer and 
provides support for them to do so.  
 
For more information, contact Etienna Wright, Director of Youth Formation & 
Parish Administration, Etienna@saintbarnabas.us, or visit online, 
www.camphardtner.org.  

 
CANA NIGHT – Wine Tasting 
With A Competitive Flair! 
 
Mark your calendars and reserve 
the date! Cana Night, this year 
scheduled for June 16, is our 
spring wine tasting event with a 
competitive flair!  
 
Attire is business casual and you 
must be 21 to attend.  
 

 

mailto:Etienna@saintbarnabas.us
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Here’s how Cana Night works:  
 
Come solo, with a friend, or get a team together. 
The maximum number on a team is 3. Each team 
brings 3 bottles of the same wine, the kind of 
wine to be determined and announced well in 
advance of the event.  
 

One bottle goes in a prize pot. The other two bottles are concealed in bags for 
blind tasting. Everyone enjoys heavy hors d’oeuvres provided by local 
restaurants and caterers. Everyone participates in tasting. Everyone can bid 
during the Silent Auction and purchase Raffle Tickets.  
 
Only teams vote. The winning team whose wine gets the most votes takes the 
prize pot – up to 40 bottles. Everybody has a great time! All proceeds go toward 
the St. Barnabas Outreach Ministry.  
 
For more information, contact FatherMichael@saintbarnabas.us. 
 
 
DINNERS FOR 8 – Inviting Participants & Team Leaders 
 

This is a ministry in development. It needs 
folks who are interested to step up and 
participate as well as take on leadership 
responsibilities.  
 
Dinners for 8 was just getting off the ground 
and gaining traction prior to the pandemic. It 
came to a halt when we were all in isolation 
and apart from one another.  
 
Dinner for 8 is now re-emerging as an 
important way to make connections and 

provide opportunities for people to gather around a meal, get to know one 
another and participate in life together.  

Cana Night 

JUNE 16 

mailto:FatherMichael@saintbarnabas.us
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At each dinner, a moderator prompts 
participants to share stories of their 
faith journey. Dinners for 8 offers a 
welcoming and safe way to engage 
one another, articulate our faith and 
build relationships.  
 
The process of sharing stories helps 
to deepen our own personal faith. 
Hearing others’ stories of God’s 
presence in their life brings us into deeper relationship with each other and with 
God.  
 
For more information, express an interest in organizing and/or moderating 
groups, contact Phyllis Mayo, Director of Church Vitality, 
Phyllis@saintbarnabus.us. 
 
 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) – Actively Seeking New 
Members and Leadership 
 

ECW supports and inspires all women in the 
church as they strive to express in word and deed 
their love of God family and neighbors. Worship is 
the inspiration of all its undertakings and 
missions. Active or not, every woman here at St. 
Barnabas is a member of ECW – whose meetings 
help women grow individually and collectively, as 

well as provide a place where relationships develop and grow strong.  
 
ECW usually meets on the second Tuesday of each month, often at area 
restaurants. Locations vary, but are announced well in advance. The group is 
actively seeking new members and leadership.   
 
For more information, contact Sharon Falgout, sharonfalgout59@hotmail.com or 
Phyllis Mayo, Director of Church Vitality, Phyllis@saintbarnabas.us. 
 
  

"We have a story to tell, a story filled 
with hope and love and God’s grace and 

mercy. We’ve got a story of God in our 
lives, a story of ways that Jesus has 

already been working in our lives 
sometimes without our even knowing" 

- Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

mailto:Phyllis@saintbarnabus.us
mailto:sharonfalgout59@hotmail.com
mailto:Phyllis@saintbarnabas.us
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LGBTQ+ Folks & Friends – All Are Welcome! 
 
LGBTQ+ Folks & Friends fosters a safe and inclusive space for people to be 
themselves and explore ways in which spirituality intersects with identity.  
 
The group meets once a month for 
potluck dinners here at St. Barnabas or 
Dutch treats at local restaurants. As a 
small group ministry, LGBTQ+ Folks & 
Friends works in the community to help 
heal religious trauma that LGBTQ+ 
people might have experienced.  
 
Members also volunteer with other 
ministries to develop a network of 
support and fellowship, and have 
supported gender-neutral restrooms and affirming practices in the church. 
LGBTQ+ Folks & Friends march in the annual parade for Pride Acadiana, serve a 
very popular Big Gay Brunch to the St. Barnabas congregation, and meet up for 
summertime Ice Cream Socials. 
 
For more information, contact Taylor Clement at tclement359@gmail.com. 
 
 

MEN’S GROUP 
 
All men are invited to join in 
fellowship on 4th Tuesday of the 
month at 6:00 PM in Ramsay Hall. 
Bring something to throw on the 
grill. Sides and beverages will be 
provided. Don’t miss it!  Get more 
involved at St. Barnabas, meet 

some new guys, and eat a really good meal!   
 
For more information contact Paul Morton at morton@louisiana.edu or Rob 
Stevenson at 1961mga@gmail.com.   
  

mailto:tclement359@gmail.com
mailto:morton@louisiana.edu
mailto:1961mga@gmail.com
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PARISH LIFE – Fellowship & Celebration  
 
The Parish Life Ministry helps organize and host fellowship events in the life of 
the St. Barnabas congregation, including our special get-togethers, luncheons 

and receptions held before 
and after church.  
 
These might include 
celebrations for baptisms 
and confirmations, Bishop 
and distinguished guest 
visits and holidays during 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  
 
For more information, 

contact Brooksie Thibodeaux at brooksie.thibodeaux0126@gmail.com. 
 
 
SUMMER POOL PARTY – Swimming is great, but optional! 
 
Our parish’s summer pool party is a favorite annual event! All are invited and all 
ages are welcome. Newcomers and those looking to connect with fellow 
parishioners are particularly encouraged to attend.  
 
The swimming is great but optional—all that’s required is devoting time to lots 
of eating, laughing 
and hanging out 
with friends.  
 
Despite the heat, 
the setting is really 
comfortable for a 
summer evening. 
We always have a 
great time sharing a 
meal and enjoying 
the pool and one 
another's company. 
 

mailto:brooksie.thibodeaux0126@gmail.com
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There is plenty of comfortable 
seating for those inclined to 
just hang out, and there’s a 
baby pool for the little ones.  
 
We always have very capable 

lifeguards to supervise even our most daring swimmers. 
 
St. Barnabas provides burgers and hot dogs, and folks bring an appetizer, side 
dish or dessert to share. Snacks are available before hand, and the meal is 
usually around 7 PM.  
 
For more information, contact Tommy McGinnis, tmcginnisii@yahoo.com.  
  

We always have a great time sharing a 
meal and enjoying the pool and one 
another’s company! 

mailto:tmcginnisii@yahoo.com
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OUTREACH 
 

Reaching Outside the Faith Community 
Embodying the Love of Jesus 

 
FOOD PANTRY – Always needs donations & volunteers! 
 
A former Rector at St. Barnabas challenged our congregation to, “Feed the 
hungry, clothe the poor, and love those who have no one but you to love them.”  

The Food Pantry is among the ways St. 
Barnabas is responding to that 
challenge. Located on the west side of the 
church’s facility on Camellia Boulevard, in a 
small building just steps away from the 
memorial bell tower, the Food Pantry is 
available 24/7 to provide assistance to 
individuals and families suffering food 
shortages.  
 
Our Food Pantry is a self-service, take-what-
you-need effort, re-stocked several times a 
week. 

 
Go online to www.saintbarnabas.us to see a current “Needs List” to help guide 
your individual donations. This is updated regularly so congregants know what 
food, personal hygiene, or cleaning supplies are much-needed or are in short 
supply.  
 
The Food Pantry always needs donations. Bring yours to the church during 
regular office hours or on Sundays. Drop them off in the big orange tub located 
in the narthex.  
 
The Food Pantry always needs volunteers who work an informally scheduled 
half-hour or so Tuesday, Friday and Sunday. The work is mainly one of restocking 
pantry shelves and making sure the pantry and pantry storage is clean, organized 
and ready for service.   
 
For information about volunteering, email The Food Pantry Volunteer 
Coordinator, Elizabeth Hamilton, searq@aol.com. 

http://www.saintbarnabas.us/
mailto:searq@aol.com
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LITTLE LAMBS MOTHER’S DAY OUT – Childcare & Early Learning 
 
Little Lambs Mother’s Day Out (MDO) is designed for infants ages 3 months to 
Pre-K4. We offer our program Monday thru Thursday of each week from 9 AM to 
2 PM. We also offer an early drop-off option that begins at 8 AM and a late 
pickup option until 3 PM.  

 
There is both a school year program as 
well as a summer program. During 
summer, MDO provides a summer 
camp for children ages 5 to 10.  
 
MDO generally follows the Lafayette 
Parish Public School System holiday 
calendar. We keep small classroom 
sizes and two teachers are in every 
classroom to safeguard God’s 
children. We nurture the love of 
learning through a Bible-based 
curriculum. 
 

For more information, contact Tera Melancon, MDODirector@saintbarnabas.us. 
 
 
PRAYERFUL STITCHES 
 
The Prayerful Stitches Ministry has lap 
quilts available for anyone who may be 
homebound, ill, need a pick me up, or is 
going through a rough time.  
 
To request a lap quilt for someone, fill out 
a card in the black box located in the 
Narthex, put it back in the box and the 
Prayerful Stitches Ministry will fill the 
request.  
 
For more information, contact Julie LaFleur, jtlafleur@yahoo.com or call 337-
412-9207.   
  
  

mailto:MDODirector@saintbarnabas.us
mailto:jtlafleur@yahoo.com
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PUMPKIN PATCH – It takes a congregation & then some! 
 

The St. Barnabas Pumpkin Patch is 
a huge undertaking that requires 
dozens, if not hundreds, of 
volunteers – many members of our 
congregation, some from other 
churches, schools or nonprofits 
who donate hours of community 
service. 
 
The Pumpkin Patch takes place in 
October each year and leverages 
our beautiful church campus to 
create a unique patch of 
imagination and discovery for 
children of all ages.  
 
The effort attracts individuals and 
families from throughout the 
Acadiana community. It is for 
many, the one time a year they visit 

us here on Camellia Boulevard and connect with the folks who call St. Barnabas 
their church home. Field trips also come to the patch from nearby day care 
facilities, local schools and even home school groups.  
 
In addition to just about every shape, kind and size of pumpkin imaginable, 
visitors to the patch may also purchase refreshments and culinary treats as well 
as shop at pop-ups hosted by area artists, crafts people and vendors.      
 
The Pumpkin Patch is a major fundraising initiative, where net proceeds support 
our youth ministry and finance specific projects that require significant capital 
investment.  
 
For more information, contact Etienna Wright, Director of Youth Formation & 
Parish Administrator, Etienna@saintbarnabas.us. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Etienna@saintbarnabas.us
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